
English I Pre-AP/GT Pre-AP 
Summer Assignment: Into the Wild – Jon Krakauer 

 
 
Selection:    Into the Wild – Jon Krakauer 
 
Objectives:  To read and respond to the book in its entirety. 

To understand how a writer uses language to create message and meaning. 
To think critically about literature and the thoughts communicated by the author. 

 
Assignment: Reading: Note-taking and/or annotating is required. You can use sticky notes if 

you have a borrowed or library copy.  
 Writing:  Will be assigned upon your return to the classroom in August. 
. 

 
  

Background Information – Into the Wild is a 1996 non-fiction book written by Jon Krakauer. It is an 
expansion of a 9,000-word article by Krakauer on Christopher McCandless titled "Death of an 
Innocent", which appeared in the January 1993 issue of Outside. 
 
Reading Instructions: 

• If you buy your won copy of the novel, you can simply underline/highlight/write directly in the 
novel.  Be sure to explain why you underlined, highlighted, etc. 

• If you prefer not to write in the novel, please use sticky notes and attach them to the passages you 
are annotating.  You must have writing on the sticky notes clearly stating your reason and 
explanation. 

• You may create a document (by hand) with your annotations and page numbers you are 
responding.  Again, be sure to explain why you have listed these annotations. Please see the 
example document below: 

 
Quote with page number Annotation/Explanation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Annotation Requirements: 

1. Character:  Follow the main character throughout the book.  Note at least ten passages that 
effectively develop/ explain the character’s archetype, motivations, internal conflicts, etc. 

2. Theme(s):  Find and annotate three passages that clearly communicate the author’s message to 
the reader about life or the world around us. 

3. Plot structure:  Note and mark the ten most significant plot points in the novel, identifying the 
events that introduce or resolve major conflicts.  Specifically identify the plot climax. 

4. Rhetorical Style:  Find ten examples from the novel that you determine to be impactful, beautiful 
or unusual and note what device/appeal is used to create such an appeal. 
 
 
 



Grading:  
  

A range (90-100%) –All directions are followed. Academic voice is present in all annotations.  
All annotations are supported with valid rhetorical reasoning. 

 
B range (80-89%) – All directions are followed. Annotations exhibit predominantly critical 
thoughts with proof of close reading in the academic voice. Most annotations are fully supported 
with rhetorical reasoning.  

 
C range (70-79%) – Responses indicate some critical and close reading and analysis, although 
understanding of the text may be tangential or superficial.  Academic voice with some 
conversational tone.  All directions are followed. 

 
D or F – (0-69%) These responses are not acceptable for AP-level work.  It is unclear whether the 
book was read, or understood.   

 
 


